The term "neck of the os humeri" is generally understood, in surgical language, to apply to that portion of the bone which is below the head and above the insertion of the pectoralis major, latissimus dorsi, and teres major mus- cles. A fracture in this situation has long been set down as the most difficult to detect of all the fractures of the humerus, and has not unfrequently been mistaken for a fracture of the neck of the scapula, or a dislocation of the head of the humerus into the axilla. From the description, however, of this accident given in one of the latest and most esteemed works on this subject, we should be led to imagine that the diagnosis was easy, the point which constitutes the difficulty being only incidentally mentioned; and, but for a fortunate accident occurring at the moment of writing the description, it would in all probability have : it may also be readily grasped between the fingers, and will be found to remain unmoved while the body of the bone is rotated; crepitus will also be readily perceived, though somewhat modified by the deposit on the fractured extremities ; and, in most instances, the point of the lower portions-will be felt in the axilla. This, of course, refers to the iracture above the insertions of the pectoralis major, latissimus dorsi, and teres major muscles: when below these, and above the insertion of the deltoid, the point of the upper portion will be drawn inwards, and the lower will project beneath the deltoid.
Little is required to be said on the treatment of the fracture at this stage. 
